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There being no objection, the mate-

rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
[From the Ashland Daily Independent, Nov. 

17, 2010] 

CHARLES WHEELER: HE WAS A LEADER IN 
BUSINESS, POLITICS AND EDUCATION IN AREA 

ASHLAND.—Charles Dona Wheeler spent 
most of his adult life as a business, political 
and education leader in this region. He died 
quietly at his residence on Veterans Day. He 
was 81. 

As a business leader, he owned and oper-
ated Wheeler-Williams Hardware in Boyd 
County from 1962 until he closed the business 
in 2000. He also was a developer of Southern 
Hills Estates, a beautiful, upscale subdivi-
sion off Boy Scout Road. 

Wheeler’s political career began early in 
life when he was elected to the Ashland 
Board of City Commissioners at the age of 
28. He went on to serve for eight years—or 
four terms—as the representative from the 
100th District in Kentucky. After leaving of-
fice, he remained a leader of the Republican 
Party in Boyd County and in Kentucky for 
many years. 

Although he never earned a college degree, 
Wheeler helped open the doors to a college 
education for thousands of young people in 
this region by serving on the Morehead State 
University Board of Regents. His decade of 
service on the MSU governing body during a 
time of great growth for the university con-
tinues to benefit this region by the many 
students the university has helped train who 
continue to play important roles in this 
area’s business, educational, cultural and so-
cial life. 

To his wife of 60 years, Mary Kathryn 
Wheeler, and his large extended family, 
Charles Wheeler was a loving husband, fa-
ther, grandfather, great-grandfather, brother 
and uncle. To others in this community, 
Charles Wheeler was a leader who made a dif-
ference through his many years of quietly 
working for the betterment of this commu-
nity and this region. 

f 

NATIONAL ALZHEIMER’S PROJECT 
ACT 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, Alz-
heimer’s is a devastating disease that 
takes a tremendous personal and eco-
nomic toll on both the individual and 
the family. Today, an estimated 5.3 
million Americans—including more 
than 25,000 Mainers—are living with 
Alzheimer’s disease, more than double 
the number in 1980. If nothing is done 
to change the current trajectory, 13.5 
million Americans over the age of 65 
will have Alzheimer’s disease by 2050. 

In addition to the suffering it causes, 
Alzheimer’s costs the United States 
$172 billion a year, primarily in nursing 
home and other long-term care costs. 
This figure will only increase exponen-
tially as the baby boom generation 
ages. If nothing is done to slow or stop 
the disease, Alzheimer’s will cost the 
United States $20 trillion over the next 
40 years. 

At a time of mounting deficits, the 
increasing number of Alzheimer’s cases 
has dire implications for our Federal 
budget as well. The average annual 
Medicare payment for an individual 
with Alzheimer’s is three times higher 
than for those without the condition. 
For Medicaid, average payments are 

nine times higher. Failure to achieve 
progress in the fight against the dis-
ease will result in Alzheimer’s costs to 
Medicare skyrocketing more than 600 
percent and costs to Medicaid growing 
more than 400 percent by 2050. 

Despite these alarming projections, 
to date there is no national strategy to 
defeat Alzheimer’s, and our efforts to 
combat the disease have lacked coordi-
nation and focus. That is why I am so 
pleased that the Senate last night 
passed the National Alzheimer’s 
Project Act, which I introduced with 
Senator BAYH, to create a coordinated 
strategic national plan for combating 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

The National Alzheimer’s Project 
Act, which is based on a key rec-
ommendation of the nonpartisan Alz-
heimer’s Study Group led by former 
House Speaker Newt Gingrich and 
former Senator Bob Kerrey of Ne-
braska, will launch a campaign within 
the Federal Government to overcome 
Alzheimer’s disease. First, it directs 
the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services to create a coordinated Na-
tional Alzheimer’s Disease Plan to 
combat Alzheimer’s disease. This plan 
will be updated annually and a report 
will be submitted to Congress assessing 
the Nation’s progress in preparing for 
the growing burden of Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. 

The legislation also establishes an 
Interagency Advisory Council to advise 
the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services on the plan, which is also to 
include implementation steps and rec-
ommendations for priority actions. The 
advisory council is also charged with 
coordinating all Federal efforts on Alz-
heimer’s research, care, institutional 
services, and home and community- 
based programs. 

Funding for these activities will 
come from existing funding appro-
priated for the Department of Health 
and Human Services. No new funding is 
authorized. The coordinated effort 
called for in the legislation will simply 
ensure that our existing resources are 
maximized and leveraged to combat 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

Our legislation has broad, bipartisan 
support. It was passed out of the Sen-
ate HELP Committee unanimously, 
and it has now been approved unani-
mously by the full Senate, clearing it 
for action by the House of Representa-
tives. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR LANCE 
BURNETT 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I wish 
to recognize MAJ Lance Burnett’s 
service to his country and as an Air 
Force fellow on my staff. Major Bur-
nett joined my office through the Con-
gressional Fellows Program. Over the 
past year, he has been an invaluable 
addition to my staff. He has dem-
onstrated an expertise with military 
policy issues and built close relation-
ships both within the office and on 
Capitol Hill. 

As a member of my staff, Major Bur-
nett has been closely involved in a 
number of policy areas. He has assisted 
with the defense appropriations proc-
ess, liaised with the Veterans Affairs 
Committee, and coordinated congres-
sional delegations. He has served as an 
adviser on issues relating to the armed 
services to me and my staff, adding in-
valuable perspective. He has exempli-
fied the Air Force values of ‘‘Integrity 
First, Service before Self, and Excel-
lence in All We Do’’ through his work. 
The Air Force has recognized his serv-
ice through his selection for promotion 
to the rank of lieutenant colonel on 
August 26, 2010. 

Major Burnett hails from Cameron, 
TX. He received his bachelor of science 
degree from Texas A&M University and 
his commission from the Air Force Of-
ficer and Training School. Since earn-
ing his flight wings in 1998, Major Bur-
nett has become a senior navigator, 
completing over 2,800 flight hours of 
with 613 hours of them in combat. 

Major Burnett has served as an in-
structor and evaluator navigator in 
both the Air Mobility Command and 
the Air Force Special Operations Com-
mand, flying support missions for Oper-
ations Southern Watch, Joint Forge, 
Joint Endeavor, Enduring Freedom, 
Iraqi Freedom, as well as numerous 
counternarcotics missions in South 
America. 

Prior to being accepted into the Con-
gressional Fellows Program, Major 
Burnett was the MC–130E/H standard-
ization and evaluation branch chief at 
Headquarters Air Force Special Oper-
ations Command where he was respon-
sible for all 30 MC–130E Combat Talon 
and MC–130H Combat Talon II aircraft 
in the USAF inventory and their asso-
ciated 390 aircrew members. He has 
been honored with the Meritorious 
Service Medal, the Air Medal with six 
Oak Leaf Clusters, the Air Force Com-
mendation Medal, the Air Force Com-
bat Action Medal, and the 2006 General 
P.K. Carlton Award for Valor. Major 
Burnett and his wife Andrea have two 
children, Peyton and Andrew. 

I would like to pay a special tribute 
to Major Burnett’s tremendous public 
service and recognize his work on be-
half of Pennsylvanians. 

f 

TAKE A VETERAN TO SCHOOL 

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise 
today to express my profound apprecia-
tion for the Take a Veteran to School 
Day program in my home State of 
Maine with ceremonies that took place 
on November 9 and 10 of this year, ap-
propriately right before Veterans Day 
on November 11. And it is especially 
fitting that we recognize these events 
this week as we paused this past Tues-
day, on December 7, to remember those 
who perished 69 years ago at Pearl Har-
bor, a day that President Franklin 
Roosevelt declared ‘‘will live in in-
famy.’’ 

First and foremost, I want to extend 
my enormous gratitude to the Maine 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 02:47 Jun 10, 2011 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00051 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD10\RECFILES\S09DE0.REC S09DE0bj
ne

al
 o

n 
D

S
K

2T
W

X
8P

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-01T09:24:15-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




